
Like a folksy singer 

strumming her famil-

iar guitar, each chip 

musician becomes 

intimate with her 

tools of choice. 

Those who don’t  

learn little respect!

Today the craft of 
chip can com

e alive 
on alm

ost any com
-

puter and alm
ost 

every object can 
com

pute!?
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RG  is a forum
 to collect info & 

friends. M
ICRO

-M
U
SIC.N

ET regularily releases 
free dow

nloads & w
orld w

ide party m
aps. 

TRU
ECH

IPTILLDEATH
.CO
M
 is a m

assive new
s 

aggregator. CH
IPFLIP is a w

ordpress deep-
diving into chip sound & scene history.
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RG has been m
aking parties in the 

bay area in conjunction w
ith 8BITSF.CO
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The scene grew
. Som

e groups m
oved 

on 
to 

dem
os: 

m
usic-video 

length 
cracktros 

w
ith 

all 
the 

sam
e 
coder 

flexing 
and 

dancing 
cubes, 

legal 
in 

m
ore countries than not. The com

put-
ers grew

 as w
ell, w

ith m
ore pow

erful 
sound chips and cards allow

ing them
 

to sam
ple real drum

s and guitars. 

H
ow
ever, there w

as a contingent of 
sceners bent on staying true to the 
bleepy sounds their com

puters used 
to m

ake. Som
e of them

 w
ere nostal-

gic, som
e of them

 enjoyed the 
challenge of w

riting a song only 4kb 
sm
all, som

e w
ere still em

ployed 
m
aking m

usic for gam
es on lim

ited 
system

s. So a retro vibes genre w
as 

coined: chip m
usic, chip tunes, or 

even ch1p ch00nz after they'd huffed 
enough blasted capacitors. Discover 
the sound for yourself or dust  off 
som

e cobw
ebs w

ith these jam
m
ing 

w
eb radios: 

m
azem

od.org (flash player)  
scenem

usic.pl (m
p3/ogg stream

s)
plopbox.net (.jar player)

H
ow
ever, it w

asn't until 2000 that 
raving to beeps becam

e a focused 
thing. Enter the m

icrom
usic parties 

in germ
any w

here "low
-tech m

usic 
for high-tech people" w

as the nam
e 

of the gam
e for attendees including 

aphex 
tw
in. 

m
icrom

usic.net 
rem
ains the calendar to check for 

akin parties that have sprung up 
around 

the 
w
orld: 

Low
 
Bit 

Playground in Tokyo, Pulsew
ave in 

N
YC, 

SoundBytes 
in 
M
elbourne, 

M
icrodisko in Stockholm

...

55
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C,
 G

re
 ec

e. Pythagoras 
relates 
numarical 
frequency 
ratios to 
pitch inter-
vals, such 
as 2:1 for 
the octave.   Ke

ith
 E
m
er
so
n 
 is
 th
e 
fir
st
 m
us
ic
ia
n 

to
 to
ur
 w
ith
 a
 M
in
im
oo
g 
sy
nt
he
zis
er
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 to
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en
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it!
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